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HABITAT NEEDS FUNDRAISING TEAMS FOR WOMEN BUILD WEEK
Habitat for Humanity Orlando Event Runs from May 3 to May 9

ORLANDGO, Fla. — Habitat for Humanity Orlando has launched its fundraising effort for
“Women Build Week," a volunteer-driven event designed to empower women to take action
against poverty-level housing conditions. Habitat Orlando’s goal is to complement volunteer
efforts by raising $100,000 - the cost to sponsor one Habitat home. The organization needs
more fundraising teams to meet their goal for Women Build Week.

“We currently have raised more than $40,000 toward our goal — primarily through
contributions from lead sponsors Universal Orlando and Delta Air Lines. We've also received
funds from the steering committee's efforts and networking events we call 'FriendRaisers’,” said
Dee Danmeyer, executive director of Habitat for Humanity Orlando. “Anyone interested in
contributing can start their own fundraising group or donate online to one that's already formed.”

Current donors include businesses (Universal Orlando, Delta Air Lines and National
Women Build Partner Lowe’s), as well as local women’s groups. The Women Build Steering
committee holds their “FriendRaiser” networking happy hours on the first Thursday of every
month at the downtown Orlando Urban Flats. To date, these events have raised more than
$3,000. The next event is Thursday, April 1 from 5:30 fo 7 p.m. Wine and appetizers are served.
Admission is $20.

"The “Friendraiser” events are a great way to network with other women - and men - who

support Women Build Week, and to leamn how to get more involved,” said Jessica M. Parker, a
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Women Build Week — Add One

commercial real estate lawyer with Baker Hostetler LLP & the Orlando Women Build Chair.
“Right now, we really need financial contributions and fundraising teams to ensure the success
of Women Build Week — an event that brings together women from all walks of life to show their
commitment to supporting other women and to building a better community for us all.”

In addition to the “Friendraisers,"” each member of the Women Build steering committee,
(comprised of influential women in the local community) has committed to donate or raise
$10,000 for this special week. Committee members include Jessica Parker, on behalf of
Commercial Real Estate Women Orlando; Lisa Lee, IMFA; Tezlyn Figaro, The Allied Group;
Jacqueline M. Karastamatis, Siemens Energy, Inc.; Carmen Dominguez, Carmen Dominguez
Construction; Janet H. Rapp, CPA, CCR LLP; Vemice Atkins-Bradley, Turner Construction
Company; Caroline C. Hardin, General Electric Capital Corporation; Rhonda Rhodes, Universal
Orlando; and Carrie Gerhard, Delta Air Lines.

For more information, contact Courtney Patchin at (407) 648-4567, ext. 410, or e-mail
cpatchin@habitat-orlando.org or visit www.habitat-orlando.org/women-build

About Habitat for Humanity Orlando

Habitat for Humanity Orlando is a not-for-profit, ecumenical, Christian organization dedicated

fo fransforming the lives of low-income, hard-working families through the American dream of home
ownership. Rated a four-star charity by Charity Navigator, Habifat Orlando works together with focal
sponsars, donors and volunteers to build communities and build families throughout Central Florida. To
fearn more about Habitat Orlandc or to make a donation, call (407) 648-4567 or visit www.habitat-
orfando.org.

About Women Build Week

Women Build Week begins on May 3 and will culminate on May 9, Mother's Day, The mission statement
of the Women Build department of Habitat for Humanity International: to work through affiliates to nurture,
recruit and train women to build decent, healthy and affordable homes.

About Habitat for Humanity International

Habitat for Humanily International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people
dedicated fo the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitaf has built
300,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelfer for more than 1.5 million
people. For more information, visit www, habital.org.
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